
TEASER

EXT. JENNINGS HOUSE - MORNING

ELIZABETH pulls into the driveway and gingerly gets out of 
her car. It’s clear her shoulder is injured. She approaches 
the front door and heads inside.

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, ENTRYWAY - CONTINUOUS

As Elizabeth goes to close the door behind her, HENRY, 
waltzes down the stairs, blissfully unaware of the world 
around him.

HENRY
Morning, Mom.

Elizabeth freezes, momentarily. She expected to make it 
upstairs without interruption.

HENRY (CONT’D)
What’re you doing?

ELIZABETH
(Mustering all her 
suburban charm)

Good morning, Henry! Just checking 
to see if the paper’s out front.

EXT. JENNINGS HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Elizabeth walks back outside to the lawn and painfully picks 
up the NEWSPAPER before heading back in.

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, MASTER BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

PHILIP is in the bathroom, shaving. He cuts himself. 

PHILIP
Dammit.

The bedroom door opens and Elizabeth walks in. Philip holds a 
COTTON SWAB to his cheek.

PHILIP (CONT’D)
Hi.

ELIZABETH
Hi. What happened to you?

(CONTINUED)



PHILIP
Oh, nothing - old razor. Did you 
just get home?

ELIZABETH
Mm. Longer night than I expected.

PHILIP
Are you alright?

ELIZABETH
My shoulder.

Philip goes to her and puts his arms around her shoulder.

ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
Wait.

She unties the TOWEL from around Philip’s waist and bites 
down on it. She nods. Philip brushes Elizabeth’s hair behind 
her ear and then pulls and pushes her shoulder back into 
place. She YELLS, but it is muffled by the towel. 

PHILIP
Better?

She nods, they stand there a moment, he entirely naked and 
she as vulnerable as Elizabeth is capable of being. The 
sexually charged moment is broken by the sounds of their 
suburban morning.

HENRY (O.S.)
Dad, we’re out of milk!

PHILIP
I better get down there.

Elizabeth nods, massaging her shoulder.

ELIZABETH
I bumped into him on my way in. 

PHILIP
You should get some rest.

ELIZABETH
No, I need to check on Paige.

Philip gets dressed.

PHILIP
Okay. See you downstairs then?
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ELIZABETH
Mmhm.

PHILIP
She’s going to be okay.

ELIZABETH
I hope so.

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, PAIGE'S ROOM - DAY

PAIGE brushes her hair, looking at herself in the mirror, 
contemplative. She shakes her head, frustrated by her 
reflection, and puts the brush down.

She begins to pack her BACKPACK with textbooks and notebooks. 
She puts her WALKMAN in a pocket. She picks up her BIBLE, 
unsure of whether or not to pack it. 

There’s a KNOCK at the door.

PAIGE
Come in.

Elizabeth enters and closes the door behind her.

ELIZABETH
Hi honey, I wanted to check on you, 
see if you had any questions this 
morning.

Beat.

ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
Paige?

PAIGE
What do you want from me? 

ELIZABETH
Sweetheart, I just want to make 
sure-

PAIGE
Make sure I won’t tell your secret?

ELIZABETH
I wasn’t going to say that. I just 
thought you might have some 
questions I could answer before 
we’re downstairs with your brother.
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PAIGE
Of course I have questions, Mom! My 
whole life is a question. It’s not 
like there’s a self help book for 
teenagers who find out their 
parents are spies. You and Dad are 
liars and I’m - I’m no one. I have 
no identity anymore. I’m a fraud - 
you made me a fraud! 

ELIZABETH
You are not a fraud. You’re Paige 
Jennings, you’re my daught–

PAIGE
What’s my real last name?

Elizabeth has no good response. Paige TOSSES the bible in her 
backpack and walks right past her. 

PAIGE (CONT’D)
I’m late for school.

Elizabeth follows Paige down the stairs.

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, KITCHEN - DAY

Philip is showing Henry a magic trick at the kitchen counter. 

PHILIP
Pick a card, any card.

Henry does.

PHILIP (CONT’D)
Are you sure you want that one.

HENRY
Definitely.

PHILIP
Okay, cut the deck three times and 
put the card on top of one of the 
piles.

Paige comes bursting into the kitchen followed by Elizabeth. 

PHILIP (CONT’D)
Morning, sweetheart.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)

THE AMERICANS "Beautiful Lie" 4.



Paige grabs an APPLE and Elizabeth and Philip share a look 
about Paige’s attitude. Philip picks up the cards and 
shuffles.

PHILIP (CONT’D)
Alright, Henry. Put your hand on 
top of the deck and press down 
hard. 

He does.

PHILIP (CONT’D)
Say the magic word - Oogabooga.

HENRY
Oogabooga.

Philip turns over the top card, revealing Henry’s pick.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Wow.

PAIGE
Ugh- Henry, it’s just a dumb magic 
trick. All he did was–

HENRY
Stop it! I don’t want to know! It’s 
magic. 

PAIGE
It’s not magic, it’s just 
misdirection.

HENRY
Paige!

The phone RINGS. Philip picks up. 

PHILIP
Hello? Really? Okay, yeah - we’re 
just getting the kids off to school 
and we’ll be right in.

ELIZABETH
What was that?

Philip TURNS UP THE VOLUME on the television. 

PHILIP
That was Barb. There’s a hurricane 
about to hit the Gulf Coast. 
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(MORE)

(CONTINUED)

THE AMERICANS "Beautiful Lie" 5.



Houston Hobby and Intercontinental 
are both cancelling flights. It’s 
wreaking havoc on our packaged 
vacations. A lot of angry client 
calls this morning.

NEWSCASTER 
A category 3 hurricane has formed 
200 miles off the Texas Gulf Coast. 
Authorities have placed a mandatory 
evacuation notice on coastal towns 
and...

ELIZABETH
I guess we should get into the 
office.

PAIGE
Yeah, right.

PHILIP
Excuse me?

PAIGE
Was that even Barb on the phone?

Philip gives her a warning look.

PAIGE (CONT’D)
What? It’s not so obvious. Come on 
Henry! 

Paige and Henry grab their lunches and head out to school.

ELIZABETH
Was it the center?

PHILIP
No, it was Barb. We should get over 
there.

The phone RINGS. Elizabeth answers.

ELIZABETH
Hello?

Off Elizabeth...

END OF TEASER
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